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The Pilgrimsô Way 

Coffee Get-Togethers 
 

Year 5 at the Bridge St Patisserie straight after drop-off on 3 February and Year 7 at Ginger Two (29A Saint 

Thomas Street,  Winchester, SO23 9HJ) straight after drop off on 24 February (first friday after half term). 

In a Sangar at Sangin 
 

In a sangar at Sangin, 

I watched and waited 

Whilst a boy rounded up his herd. 

The desert; barren and desolate, merging into the trees 

In a sangar in Sangin. 

 

I am turned towards the town,  

It is normally buzzing 

But now it is a silent menace. 

The air is still 

In a sangar at Sangin. 

 

But there are signs of war; 

Cruel and heartless, 

A motorcycle lies on its side, 

Riddled with lead, 

A goat bleats feebly, no one answers 

In a sangar at Sangin. 

 

The breeze blocks are hot under my 

feet, 

The men curse the heat, 

The makeshift sandbags are leaking 

grain  

On to the street below 

In a sangar at Sangin. 

 

The piles of cases at my feet 

Tell their own story, 

The thousand yard stare is on his face 

As he eases the well-oiled lock back, 

A cartridge falls out and clinks at my 

feet, 

It joins the others, 

I am primed and ready  

In a sangar at Sangin. 

 

Out of the rubble of the town, 

A truck rolls, 

Full of men in ódishdashasô, with AKs and RPGs. 

Out of the wadi, bazaar and the trees 

Come men with cruel, dispassionate eyes. 

The cloud of dust they produce settles in the creases of  

           their clothes 

In a sangar at Sangin. 

 

The alarm is raised, shouts, and the footsteps of worried  

            men. 

And so the storm, like fire in the bush, begins 

In a sangar at Sangin. 

 

By Tom Shaw 

Donation to Help For Heroes 
 

Neil and Jane Bowen, Area Representatives for Help For 

Heroes, received a presentation cheque from Alec Younger 

and Neil Sanderson (Year 8) during Assembly on Monday 

23 January after giving a very interesting and moving    

presentation on the work of Help For Heroes. After the 

Assembly Toby and Alexander Hobbs (pictured) had an 

opportunity to introduce themselves to Neil and Jane and 

talk about the work that their father Lt. Col. Christopher 

Hobbs does with The Royal Medical Corps. At the start of 

Assembly, a poem, written by Tom Shaw (who left the 

school last year), which reflects on the war zone            

environment of Afghanistan, set the scene for the           

presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last November, The Pilgrimsô School Community ï pupils, 

teachers and parents past and present took part in a creative 

artsô production entitled 11. 11. 11. Through music,      

readings and dance, this production, highlighted the human 

cost of war; how ñgrief is the price we pay for love.ò Lead-

ing up to the event, performed in Winchester Cathedral at 

7.30pm on Armistice Day, the pupils had written original 

pieces of prose, poetry and music, reflecting on how ñfor 

your tomorrow we gave our today.ò This original material 

formed the basis of what was a challenging and thought-

provoking programme; a collaboration with The Royal 

British Legion and Help For Heroes. Donations were made 

to both organisations.  AS 

  

We Will Remember Them. 



A Remarkable Evening  
 

On Wednesday 1 February, John Pilkington, explorer and 

friend of Pilgrimsô, is visiting to share another of his tales 

of travel and adventure. The lecture will be in the         

Pilgrimsô Hall at 17.00, will last for one hour, and will 

be attended by all boarders and all boys in Years 6, 7 

and 8. It would be delightful if a large number of parents 

could attend. I think they would be intrigued by the subject 

matter: 

 

In an exciting sequel to his last talk, óA Stroll through the 

Axis of Evilô, John follows a spectacular branch of the Silk 

Road from the Caucasus across the Caspian Sea to    

Samarkand. He then turns south-east to explore the High 

Pamirs of Tajikistan and Afghanistan ï a region            

well-known to Marco Polo ï before finishing at the source 

of the Oxus in the heart of Central Asia. His stunning     

photos and informative commentary make this a show not 

to be missed. 
A World Shortage of Shoe Polish? 

 

As yet, there appear to be no reports of a world  - or even 

Hampshire ï shortage of shoe polish. With this in mind, 

may all day boys remember that when they arrive at school 

in the morning, their shoes should shine. Presently, some 

are arriving shod in gloom ï a dull way to start the day. GH 

Childrensô Nanny 
 

Flexible hours on a Tuesday and Thursday.   

CRB checked and references available.   

Phone Sue Rice on 01962 715143. 

Match Reports 

Tech News 

Year 4 Traffic Jam 

Hugo Durward, 8S 

Mixed Media Clock 

Picture of the Week 

Neil Sanderson 8W 

Still Life with Fruit 

Wednesday 25 January 
 

1st XV v. Cothill: Lost 0 -47 

This was an enjoyable match despite the final score line. 

Indeed, with the boys only trailing by two tries after an 

excellent first half, the result should have been closer.   

Pilgrimsô played some fine rugby in the opening twenty 

minutes and dominated territory and possession; the try line 

beckoned several times but no score could be notched on 

the board.  However, some careless mistakes cost Pilgrimsô 

dearly, especially as the valiant forwards tired. Cothill had  

two quick, strong backs who both inflicted great damage, 

scoring several tries in the final minutes. Nevertheless, the 

boys should be proud of their efforts. (AH) 
 

2nd XV v. Cothill  

Lost 10-28 (Tries: J.Falconer, L.Wilson) 

This was a game that was certainly there for the taking for 

the 2nd XV. In patches we were brilliant, forwards running 

straight and hard, with the backs offering great support. 

Such play brought about our first try to classy winger Jack  

Falconer. Cothill however utilised their speed out wide, 

making some timely breaks that unfortunately, at times,  


